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Introduction 
 
 

The GUITAR AT FIRST SIGHT is a book which uses the 
method of creating enthusiasm for a child to start play-
ing music from the very first time he lays eyes on it.  
The emphasis is on the word music, which means play-
ing a rhythm and memorizing from sound instead of 
reading notes off the printed page.  Music, in this con-
text, refers to matching up chord changes with certain 
words as they occur in the song.  After sitting through a 
few lessons and seeing how the teacher does it, you will 
be able to do the same thing at home. 
 
Throughout this book there are singable, memorable 
melodies which the student can pick up by ear.  Even 
the formal training of learning to read the notes, which 
starts on page 37, is done in the same "hearing based" 
manner. 
 
It is not expected that the young person will practice 
during the following weeks.  Small children are not task 
oriented and any attempt to make them practice could 
spoil the fun.  Mom or Dad, you can sing along and have 
your child accompany you, just the same way as during 
the formal guitar lesson.  Just follow the method of the 
guitar teacher during the lesson.  Have a fun session.  
Just make sure to not start your sentences with the 
word “don’t”; rather, every attempt at playing should 
be another opportunity to commend. 
 
From the very fist session you will see how your little 
one can play the GUITAR AT FIRST SIGHT. You will be as-
tounded! 



 

 

Open String Tuning 

The open ‘E’ tuning is the suggested tuning for ages 5 through 7. 
All songs in this book can be transposed into the key of ‘E’.  The iv 
chord, ‘A’, is played with the first finger covering all the strings at the 
fifth fret.  If the child has difficulty playing all 6 strings, as few as one 
string is sufficient to accompany the teachers singing.  Many teachers 
prefer to not play an instrument during the first lesson. 
 
The first fretted chord the student will be playing is the v chord, ‘B’.  
There are sufficient simple songs in the front of the book for the child 
to learn to change the chord, on the beat and on the right word.  If they 
are musically talented, they will do it with just a few attempts. 
 
Almost all children over the age of 6 are able to sing and play these 
two-chord songs in about 25 minutes.  Unless the child objects, it is 
preferable to have the parent sit in on the lesson. 
 
This book is designed so that the student is not expected to practice 
during the week at home. 
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The far mer- in the dell, the far mer- in the dell,

Heigh ho,- the der ry- o,- the far mer- in the dell.


Verse

The Farmer In The Dell
TRADITIONAL CHILDREN'S SON


Refrain

2. The farmer takes a wife,
The farmer takes a wife.
Heigh-ho the derry-o,
The farmer takes a wife.

3. The wife takes a child . . .
4. The child takes a nurse . . .
5. The nurse takes a dog . . .
6. The dog takes a cat . . .
7. The cat takes a rat . . .
8. The rat takes the cheese . . .
9. The cheese stands alone . . .

                
              



 

 

 



 

 





 

 



 

 



 

 





 

 



 

 



 

 





 

 



 

 



 

 

OH, SUSANNA 
 

 (Stephen Foster) 
         E                                                                  B 
Oh, I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee 
      E                                    B                      E 
I'm going to Louisiana, my true love for to see. 
 
It rained all night the day I left. 
                               B 
The weather it was dry. 
        E 
The sun so hot, I froze to death, 
       B                    E 
Susanna, don't you cry. 
A                         E                        B 
Oh, Susanna, oh don't you cry for me. 
          E                                             B                 E 
For, I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee. 
                                                                                 B 
I had a dream the other night when everything was still. 
  E                                      B                         E 
I thought I saw Susanna a-coming down the hill. 
 
The buckwheat cake was in her mouth. 
                               B 
The tear was in her eye. 
       E 
Says I, I'm coming from the south. 
     B                      E 
Susanna, don't you cry. 
A                         E                       B 
Oh, Susanna, oh don't you cry for me, 
         E                                             B                  E 
For I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee. 
 



 

 

 
                                                            JAMAICA FAREWELL 
C                                       F                                      
Down the bay where the nights are gay 
              G7                                 C    
And the sun shines daily on the mountain top 
                            F 
I took a trip on a sailing ship 
                 G7                             C 
And when I reached Jamaica I made a stop       Chorus: 
                                   G7 
But I'm sad to say I'm on my way 
                              C 
Won't be back for many a day 
                                               F 
My heart is down, my head is turning around 
            G7                                           C 
I had to leave all my friends  down in Kingston town 
C                          F 
Down the market you can hear 
           G7                               C 
Ladies cry out while on their heads they bear 
                           F 
`Akey' rice, salt fish are nice 
             G7                    C 
And the sun is fine any time of year                   Chorus 
                               F 
Sounds of laughter everywhere 
             G7                     C 
Water fountains dance  to and fro 
                               F 
I must declare my heart is there 
                   G7                            C 
Though I've been from Maine to Mexico               Chorus 
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Latin Rhythm 



 

 



 

 

Do Your Ears Hang Low? 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
A                    D                                    A                      
On top of Spaghetti, all covered with cheese, I lost my  
         E7                                      A 
poor meatball when somebody sneezed.  It rolled off the  
D                              A                                    E7 
table, and on to the floor, and then my poor meatball, 
                            A                               D 
rolled out of the door.  It rolled in the garden, and under a  
A                                    E7                                       A 
bush, and then my poor meatball, was nothing but mush. 
                             D                       A                                 
The mush was as tasty as it could be, and then the next  
E7                                 A 
summer, it grew into a tree. 
                           D                                      A                
The tree was all covered, all covered with moss, and on it  
           E7                                A 
grew  meatballs, and tomato sauce. 
                            D                                  A                      
So if you eat spaghetti, all covered with cheese, hold on  
              E7                                   A 
to your meatball, whenever you sneeze.  
 
 
 
 
 

On Top Of Spaghetti 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

O 

_________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 

E 



 

 
For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 



 

 

O _________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 

B 



 

 For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 



 

 



 

 

1 o 

_________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 

F 



 

 For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 

___ is on the ___ string.    ___ is on the ___ fret.    ___ is played with the  ___ finger. 



 

 



 

 

o 3 

G 

_________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 



 

 For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 



 

 

o 1 

C _________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 



 

 For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 



 

 

o 3 

D _________ String 
_________ Fret 
_________ Finger 



 

 For play-along backing tracks go to www.therubberchicken.com 



 

 



 

 



 

 

___ is on the ___ string.    ___ is on the ___ fret.    ___ is played with the  ___ finger. 





 

 

___ is on the ___ string.    ___ is on the ___ fret.    ___ is played with the  ___ finger. 



 

 



 

 

___ is on the ___ string.    ___ is on the ___ fret.    ___ is played with the  ___ finger. 



 

 

___ is on the ___ string.    ___ is on the ___ fret.    ___ is played with the  ___ finger. 



 

 


